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• Disappointment
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1863 2013

Churches 125                    145,208

Conferences 6                            626

Unions - 132

Divisions - 13

Schools - 7,579

Hospitals - 173

Tithe $8,000        $2,396,813,329

World Offerings - $   133,488,766

Local Offerings - $   745,529,417
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Polling Question 1

What year was the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church organized?

a) 1844
b) 1863
c) 1944
d) 1963
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It is the responsibility of organizational leadership to manage financial 

matters with integrity. Every leader must model behavior that is 

guided by a commitment to ethics, transparency, and accountability. 

This behavior is critical for building confidence in the overall Church 

organization. To sustain this confidence, open communication must 

take place among the employees of the organization, between 

management and the controlling board or executive committee, 

between the organization and its constituents and other stakeholders, 

and between the organization and higher organizations. Beyond 

modeling behavior, it is imperative for leaders to promote and design 

the most appropriate systems that will safeguard the resources which 

are used to support the mission of the Church.
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Polling Question 2

Among faith-based organizations, the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church has the 
second largest educational system?

a) TRUE
b) FALSE
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U.S. Dollar vs. Emerging Markets
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Outlook and Challenges

Membership in the global south continues to surge but supporting that 
growth and moving towards self support are key challenges for the church.

Ensuring sufficient liquidity, solvency and stability for all levels of the 
church organization is critical and measures are being put into place.

Considering how to balance growth and stability in operations in the 
future, as economic landscape shifts, is the next challenge. Membership 
growth, global economic transitions, currency volatility, demographic 
shifts, inflation and geo-political uncertainties require meaningful thought 
and planning to pro-actively meet the future.

Looking into new technology such as crypto-currencies, block-chain and 
decentralized finance will be the next paradigm shift that needs to be 
added to our radar. 
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“The greatest danger in 
turbulent times is not the 

turbulence. It is to act with 
yesterday’s logic.”

"But a time of turbulence is 
also one of great opportunity 

for those who can understand, 
accept and exploit the new 

realities. It is above all a time 
of opportunity for leadership.”
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Culture of Preparedness

Strategy Synergy Security

Anticipate Align Automate

Associate Analyze
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Polling Question 3

The Seventh-day Adventist Church relies on 
tithe from its members to finance its missional 
activities?

a) TRUE
b) FALSE
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Require establishment of Audit Committees

Promote a culture of transparency and accountability

Revise policies to incorporate best practices

Provide training to boards/committees on governance

1

2

3

4
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Financial Oversight System
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The BDO Alliance USA is committed to helping 

us better serve our clients whenever and 

wherever we may need it.  GCAS will be able to 

access an alliance of CPA and consulting firms 

throughout the United States and an 

international network of people and firms.  
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Polling Question 4

How many committees does the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church use as part of its financial 
oversight system?

a) 3
b) 4
c) 5
d) 6
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Polling Question 5

How many auditors does the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church have stationed around the 
world?

a) 50
b) 60
c) 300
d) 400
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