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Larry Hester joined Focus 
Strategies in 2009 after 30 years 
of progressive experience with 
three Fortune 500 companies: 
Emerson Electric Corporation, 
Teledyne Technologies, Inc. 
and Halliburton Company. He 
led Mergers & Acquisitions and 
Strategic Planning during the 
past 10 years for Emerson Process 
Systems & Solutions, contributing 
to segment sales growth to over 
$6B in 2008. Larry has been 
active in ISA, ASME, and SPE.  
Larry earned a BS in Mechanical 
Engineering from The University 
of Texas at Austin with a focus on 
Energy Systems, and an MBA from 
Oklahoma City University with 
honors. Larry holds Series 62, 63 
and 79 securities licenses.

Jon Rausch joined Holtzman 
Partners in 2017, where he 
brought more than 20 years of 
tax experience in areas including 
federal and state tax consulting 
and compliance, income tax 
provision, and tax planning. 
Prior to joining Holtzman, Jon 
served as managing partner of 
Montgomery Coscia Greilich’s 
Austin office and as a partner at 
Grant Thornton, where he led 
eight offices that encompassed 
that firm’s Central Region Tax 
Consulting Group. Prior to joining 
Grant Thornton, Jon served as a 
director with PwC for eight years, 
leading that firm’s Federal Income 
Tax Consulting groups in the Houston, New York and St. Louis areas. He 
began his career with Arthur Andersen in St. Louis, and earned a B.S. in 
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John Biggs joined Focus 
Strategies in 2015. He has more 
than 20 years of experience in 
both investment banking and 
operational management with 
Deloitte, GE Oil & Gas, Dresser, 
Inc, and Mitsubishi Caterpillar. 
For most of his career, John 
worked in investment banking 
and corporate development 
leading, advising or 
participating in more than $6B 
worth of transactions ranging 
in size from $1MM to $2B. John 
earned a BA in Economics and 
Managerial Studies from Rice 
University and an MBA from The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
John holds Series 62, 63 and 79 
securities licenses.
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accounting and an M.A. in accounting from the University of Missouri-
Columbia. He is a CPA in the states of Missouri and Texas.

Jack Selman represents small- 
and medium-sized businesses 
in their sale and capital raising 
needs. He has over 30 years of 
experience representing a variety 
of clients, including those in the 
manufacturing, oilfield, banking, 
service, healthcare, advertising 
and technology industries. He 
is the founder and president of 
the law firm of Selman Munson & 
Lerner. Jack holds a J.D. from the 
University of Texas School of Law, 
and also attended the University 
of Texas for his undergraduate 
work, where he received a 
Bachelors of Science.

Gary Valdez founded Focus Strategies, LLC, in 1999 after 24 years 
in a highly successful banking 
career. Gary began his career in 
1975 with Texas Commerce Bank. 
After managing the Metropolitan 
Banking Group, he became 
a founding shareholder and 
President/CEO for Cattlemen’s 
State Bank in 1986. During his 
tenure at Cattlemen’s, assets grew 
from $2MM to $110MM in nine 
years. Later, upon Cattlemen’s 
acquistion, Gary assumed the 
postion of president at Norwest 
Bank/Wells Fargo and Managing 
Officer for the Austin Region 
Business Banking Group until 
forming Focus Strategies. Gary 
earned a BBA from Texas Luthern 
College.
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